


Human Coronavirus
Life Expectancy

On Hard and Soft
Surfaces



How to be an effective manager?

According to the CDC:
This coronavirus strain is typically 
transmitted through respiratory 
droplets from an infected person 
sneezing or coughing. 

This coronavirus is less likely transmitted 
through objects and materials that 
become contaminated with the virus.

Their guidelines also note the virus may 
remain viable for hours-to-days on 
surfaces made from a variety of 
material, including clothing.



Hard Surfaces



How to be an effective manager?

INITIAL REPORTS:
The initial information stated the Human

Coronavirus could last up to 2 days.

However…

2 to 9:
A study from the Journal of Hospital Infection reports

on metal, glass or plastic, coronavirus
can live anywhere from two hours to nine days.

Hard Surfaces



Hard Surfaces



How to be an effective manager?

The Journal of Hospital Infection study states the 
virus can remain infectious on an inanimate surface 
at room temperature for up to 9 days.

Hard Surfaces

At a temperature of 86°F (30°C) or more,
the duration of persistence is shorter.

This validates claims the Human Coronavirus 
doesn’t thrive in warmer temperatures.



How to be an effective manager?

A subsequent study done by the New England Journal of 
Medicine found the virus can live on:

Hard Surfaces

• Copper for up to 4 hours
• Cardboard for up to 24 hours
• Plastic and stainless steel for 2- to 3 days



Soft Surfaces: Textiles



INITIAL REPORTS:
Initial information indicated the Human 
Coronavirus will last a minimum of two 
minutes and up to five minutes on textiles 
and soft surfaces.

However…

24 HOURS:
Based on the best information we have—
and published by the Infectious Disease 
Society of America—it can last up to 24 
hours.

FABRIC:
In general, the Human Coronavirus doesn’t 
live as long on fabric as it does on hard 
surfaces.

Soft Surfaces: Textiles 



How to be an effective manager?

ENVIRONMENT: 
The time frame from when a 
garment is exposed to the virus 
until after the virus is inactive can 
substantially change due to the 
environment where the garment is 
stored.

If the garment is stored in a dry 
environment, the virus will die in 
less than 24 hours.

However…
We all know this is not the case 
when we’re dealing with loops and 
towels as they’re generally sitting 
in a buggy or bin damp and are 
wet.

Soft Surfaces: Textiles 



Best
Practices



CLEANING AND DISINFECTING SURFACES…  
is always the best practice in helping prevent 
transmission of the Human Coronavirus.

WIPING DOWN COMMON SURFACES… 
And avoiding touching common surfaces 
(when possible) will help decrease the 
spread.

Best Practices

THE CDC RECOMMENDS…
Regularly cleaning and 

disinfecting tables, countertops, 
light switches, doorknobs and 

cabinet handles.



How to be an effective manager?

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT
When handling laundry, always wear your PPEs 
(Personal Protective Equipment).

PPEs can consist of gloves, goggles,
masks and a smock.

Please, always, if anything, wear gloves.

Best Practices

STANDARD LAUNDERING PROCESSES
Never shake soiled laundry.

Always wash your hands
immediately after handling.

Standard laundering processes
and procedures will kill the

Human Coronavirus.



Thank You!
Terry Hammond
National Sales Manager and Director 
of Athletic Sales, UNX Industries
terry.hammond@unxinc.com
P: 813.326.2897


